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Mrs. Meyer’s Message
DLpeoming Diates

Tuesday, November 17
= Board of Trustees Mtg.

Thank you to all of the parents that attended Parent-
Teacher Conference. The education of your student is really
like a three-legged stool... it takes the student’s effort, the

7pm MVHS teacher’s teaching, and the parent’s attention to help the
child become successful in their school career. Thanks
Wednesday, November 18 again!
e Late Start 9:20 Bell

e Jump Rope Club I am happy to report that 29% of our student population
3:45-4:40pm had perfect attendance for first quarter - a huge
accomplishment given all of the nasty germs floating
Thursday, November 19 around! Remember that we will not be awarding a Perfect
e School Store Attendance certificate at the end of the school year because
of the HIN1 flu outbreak. Instead, we will honor perfect
Friday, November 20 attendance (sponsored by Sonic) each quarter. In this
= Picture Retakes fashion, students get a chance to earn up to four Perfect

11:00-1:00 Attendance Awards for the year.

Wednesday, November 25
e Late Start 9:20 Bell
e 1:45 Release

Please read the special article regarding Emergency Plans iry
the newsletter this week. Have a great weekend!

Thursday, November 26

and Friday, November 27
= Happy Turkey Day!

K-KIDS NEWS!H!T K-KIDS...SERVING OUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY!

Our Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive dates are November 9 through November 20. Every class will have their
own collection bin and the K-Kids will be counting cans brought in by each class.....why? The class that brings in the
most cans for our food drive will be recognized for their efforts with an ice cream party!!

Parents can help by making sure their students are loaded down with canned foods to contribute to those who might
need a "hand up” this Thanksgiving! Let's all be THANKFUL we have food to share and JOYFUL to share with
those less fortunate!!!

Our bins are over flowing with cuddly, cute and creative STUFFED ANIMALS in support of our K-Kids
campaign to collect new, unused stuffed animals for children who are victims of trauma or crime. Thanks to all of
you who have contributed! There is still time to donate new stuffed animals...our campaign ends on December 7.

Judy Herman, M.Ed., L.P.C.
School Counselor
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Food Allergies---It Truly Does Take A Village To Raise A Child
Many of you have friends or family members who have a severe food allergy. Some of you may be experiencing this

first hand in your children’s classrooms here at Andrus. Allergic reactions may be caused by ingestion (eating),
contact (touching the allergen) and inhalation (breathing in the allergen). Reactions may range from hives to extreme
difficulty breathing and eventually calling 911. Many parents are told by their physician that their child’s reaction may
become more severe with each introduction to the allergen. The problem of severe allergies seems to be escalating and
the allergic reactions are becoming more severe. To give you an idea of this, the nurse’s office here at Andrus
Elementary houses Epipens (medication used for individuals who are having trouble breathing) for 13 students.
That’s 13 families who count on Andrus to take extra care of their children in a time of crisis. This is an example of why
it takes a village to raise a child. Please ask your kids what they know about nut and food allergies. They will tell you
about how important it is to wash their hands after eating any kind of nuts. If you need teaching materials, the school
nurse can help with that. If they teach you something about severe food allergies, thank their teacher. The classroom
teachers are awesome in their efforts to take on this responsibility. Please talk to your teachers before bringing any
food into your classroom to make sure that that food is safe for everyone in the room. Many processed foods contain
nuts or nut oils. Some have been processed in a plant that makes nut products, and that makes them unsafe for some
children (check out the labels on some of your food at home). Our goal here is not only to educate, but to help our kids
feel like they are in a safe environment. I think that is what all parents hope for their children. It takes a village, and
you all can help.

VISION SCREENING EMERGENCY PLANS

Students in 1st, 3rd, and 5t grades here at Andrus < Do you have a plan in place if there is an emergency or
had their eyes tested yesterday (Thursday) by your child gets ill at school and needs to be picked up?
the school nurse. Students who had difficulties % Has your contact information changed?

with the test will be sent home with a referral < Did you notify the school of the changes?

letter sometime next week to be taken to their '
eye doctor. Parents will be notified also with a
phone call. We always tell the students that a
referral does not mean that they need glasses. It
just means that for good eye health it's
important to have their eyes checked by a
professional. If your child has seen an eye
doctor and has been prescribed with eye glasses
or contacts, they will not be tested. The
doctor’s equipment and knowledge is far
superior to ours. This is a good time to stop and

Please make sure that you have a plan in place if there is an
emergency or your child gets ill at school. There are times when
your child may need to be picked up from school and during these
times it is very important that we are able to reach you or another
responsible party to pick up your child. Examples of things that
would require your child to leave school early would be injuries,
incidents of vomiting, or a fever of 100 degrees or higher.

If you have changed your contact information since the beginning
of the school year and have not notified the front office of the
changes, please do so immediately. Your child’s contact card is how

think about when your student’s last eye exam
was. They should be seen annually as eye
changes can occur. Help is available through
your school nurse if you have concerns about
your child’s vision and money is a problem. The
organization Sight for Kidsallows for one free
doctor’s visit and one free pair of glasses for
each year if you qualify, and there is no

we reach you in case of emergency and if your information is not up-
to-date it makes for a difficult task. Please take a minute to stop by
or call the front office at 350-4210 to have your student’s
information card updated.

If your child leaves school early or is absent from school due to an
illness and has been seen by a doctor, please make sure to send in a
doctor’s note with your child. Student attendance is how the yearly
budgets are figured and illness related absences are counted

paperwork to fill out. For more information
please contact your school nurse.

differently than other absences if a doctor’s note has been provided.

Orchestra coming soon to Andrus Elementary!

A month ago, the Andrus PTA conducted a survey regarding interest for a possible orchestra program among our 4t and 5% grade
students. Our survey showed that over 40 students would like to participate in an orchestra program. Beginning the first week of
January, 2010, an orchestra program will begin for these students after school. We have found an instructor and will be working
with her to design our orchestra program. Parents of interested 4% and 5® grade students will need to fill out a registration form.
This form will be sent home next week.



