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   PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 

 

The year is off to a wonderful start.  We have 

been very busy during the month of October.  

Our students recently completed all our fall state               

assessments.  We celebrated Red Ribbon Week with dress-up 

days and a kick-off assembly; we participated in Fire        

Prevention week, started our Title 1 and flexible grouping 

academic services, focused our efforts on teaching  “respect” 

as a character trait, initiated our school committees, planned 

Harvest parties, and continued to provide exceptional      

learning opportunities for students in our classrooms.  We are 

so proud of our students and our parents who support them. 

 Additionally, our school-wide goal this year is to 

meet and exceed all reading goals on standardized tests.  We 

want to focus all our activities and efforts on meeting this 

goal.  Instead of having a “Read Week” this year, we have a 

planning committee that will be incorporating the activities of 

Read Week in many other areas to address our goal this year.  

Essentially, our goal is to create a “Read Year” and revisit our 

goal, and activities to meet our goal, consistently throughout 

the year with the intention of achieving the most success 

possible. 

 As we work toward helping our students meet our 

school-wide goals during school hours, I want to invite you to 

continue to help us from home.  Listed below are ways you 

can help your child to continually improve literacy skills.  

These techniques would work with all students in grades 

kindergarten thru fifth. 

1. Have a variety of books available for your child because 

children will have different interests at different times. 

2. Practice retelling stories with your child.  Making up    

stories is also very helpful to develop your child’s vocabulary, 

comprehension, creativity, and language development. 

 Finally, I want to remind you that Parent/Teacher 

Conferences are planned for the end of the first week in   

November.  Please see the Calendar of Upcoming Events for 

specific dates.  We greatly look forward to having the        

opportunity to visit with you about your child/children.  We 

believe that an outstanding partnership between parents and 

school staff creates a recipe for student 

success.  Thank you for teaming with us so 

effectively. 

Brett Nordquist, Principal  

                Welcome to 2009-2010                                  November, 2009 

    Preparing Today’s Students for Tomorrow’s Challenges 

IMPORTANT  DATES: 

 

Oct 31     HALLOWEEN 

Nov 1     DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME changes—Back 1 Hour 

Nov 3     PTO MEETING @ 4:00 PM 

Nov 4     NO SCHOOL FOR KINDERGARTNERS ONLY—  

  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Nov 5 & 6    NO SCHOOL—K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences  

Nov 10     PICTURE MAKE-UP & RETAKES 8:45 AM—10:15 AM  

  PARKER PORTRAITS 

Nov 17     2nd & 3rd GRADE PROGRAM @ 9:45 AM-10:30 PM   

  Parent Program 2:45 PM—3:30 PM 

Nov 26     NO SCHOOL—THANKSGIVING DAY 

Nov 27     NO SCHOOL  

   

 

ABSENCE / TARDY REPORTING 

Please call the 350-4201 by 9:30 AM if your child will be 
ÁÂÓÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÌÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȢ  3ÔÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȟ 

teacher, and reason for absence. 

You may leave a message 24 hours a day. 

9ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȾÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÏÐ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎȦ 

 

Please return your conference slip by: 

November 2nd 

We are looking forward to spending time with                  

parent(s) sharing information about your child. 

Conferences are November 4th & 5th. 

Check entry to the school for pamphlets of  

after-school activities for your child. 



Counselor’s Column 
Love and Logic Tip 
"Schoolwork"  
by Jim Fay 

 
 Youôre on your way home from work. Youôre anxious for some encouraging talk and a little relaxation 
after a hard day. You need all the support you can get to recharge your batteries and feel strong enough to 
go back tomorrow and face another working day. 
 You are greeted with, "Hi, Honey. How was it today? Where are your papers? I want to see how you 
did all day." "It was OK," you reply. "I really donôt want to talk about it. Iôm really beat." "Well, no wonder you 
donôt want to talk about it. Look at these papers. You can do a lot better than this. Where was your mind    
today? You sit down right now and weôll go over these proposals you wrote and get the spelling straightened 
out. And look at these paragraphs. Youôll never get promoted at this rate. I donôt understand this. You have so 
much more potential than this." 
 How long would it be before you find a more comfortable place to go after work? "Who needs this?" 
youôll say."I can find someone who can show me a little more appreciation for my hard work!"Many        
schoolïage children face this same situation daily. They are greeted after school with, "What did you learn 
today?" and "Where is your homework? You get on it right now!"  Children are also requested to bring home 
their papers so that the mistakes can be corrected. Even though this is done with love and caring, it trains 
them to focus on their weaknesses. 
 The problem faced by students is that they canôt choose to go somewhere else after school. They 
canôt avoid facing a replay of their daily failures. They must return home and listen to whatever their parents 
have to say. It is very difficult for a child to say, "Mother! Do you realize you are training me to keep my 
school progress a secret from you?" Soon they quit bringing home papers. They make excuses and blame it 
on their teachers. "She never gives me my papers to bring home." 
 The next step is for the parent to go to school demanding that the teacher develop some sort of     
foolproof reporting method. Teachers are actually faced with writing daily and weekly reports for parents. This 
never provides a long-term solution because it addresses the wrong problem. It also robs teachers of       
valuable teaching and preparation time. 
 The real problem is that the child has learned that it is unsafe to discuss school with his or her        
parents. Rather than developing a reporting plan, it is much wiser to work on the real problemïhelping      
children and parents learn to talk to each other in safe and supportive ways. This solution works, and it lasts 
a lifetime. 
You can teach your child to discuss school with you. While you are doing this, you can also lay the foundation 
blocks that will build a true winner out of your youngster. 
 

STEP ONE:  Sit down with your children two to three times per week. Have them point out the best things 
they did on their papers. 
STEP TWO:  Make sure your child describes to you the reasons for his or her success. As they put these 
into words, the reasons for the success will be imprinted on their brain, never to be erased. They will start 
to believe they are in control of their success. 
STEP THREE:  Work with your children on their mistakes only when they ask for your help. Let the 
school work on deficiencies. Teachers have training to help with the deficiencies in effective ways. 
STEP FOUR:  Be patient. This is a real change in operation. It will take the child a period of time to      
believe that this is not just a new phase his parents are going through. Look for the real benefits to show 
up in several months or maybe during the next few years, depending upon the childôs past history. 

 
Winners always think about how they are going to succeed. Losers always think about their possible 
failures  
 
For more Love and Logic articles go to Loveandlogic.org 
 

 



Do you suspect someone in your family may have the flu?  
According to the Central District Health Department: ñBoth seasonal flu and the novel H1N1 (swine) flu have 

similar symptoms that include: fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, aches and extreme fatigue for up to a week. 

Some people with H1N1 flu also complain of vomiting and   diarrhea.  

Home care involves getting lots of rest and drinking plenty of fluids (i.e. water, soups, juices or sports drinks). 

Avoid drinking coffee, alcohol, and other caffeinated beverages that may dehydrate you. You can use over-the-

counter medication to relieve flu symptoms. In some cases, a doctor or other health care professional may prescribe 

anti-viral drugs to help treat the flu.  

ñThe best thing to do when youôre ill with the flu is stay home,ò Said Nikki Sakata, Program Manager for         

Communicable Disease Control at the Central District Health Department, ñIsolate yourself from others so you 

donôt spread the illness. And stay home for a full 24 hours after your fever is gone.  

The best protection against the flu is the flu vaccine. This year full protection will mean getting the seasonal flu 

vaccine, which is widely available in the community now, and the H1N1 flu   vaccine when it becomes available.  

Good hand hygiene, avoiding people who are sick, eating a balanced diet, exercise, and getting plenty of sleep will 

also help keep you healthy during this unusual flu season.  

The flu can be a serious disease, especially for those with certain medical conditions. But for most normal, healthy 

people rest and recovery at home is the best option. It frees up hospital space for those who are truly ill and helps 

contain the spread of disease.ò  

For more information about the flu contact: Central District Health Department 

www.cdhd.idaho.gov  

Central District Health Department H1N1 Flu Hotline: 208-321-2222  

US Department of Health & Human Services: www.flu.gov  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu  

                              LIBRARY NEWS    

 

       THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU WHO SUPPORTED THE LIBRARY BOOK FAIR!                      

Mrs. Miller raised almost $1000.00 for new books and media equipment for the Chief   

Joseph Library.  All proceeds went directly to the library.  We loved seeing all of you at 

the Book Fair Family Night and selecting books to read at home with your children.  

Please remember to read with your child 15 ð 20 minutes a night, practicing reading will 

help your child excel in school.                                    

Our next Book Fair will be in late spring!           

Thank You Again for all of your support!!!!  Mrs. Miller  

MOMS IN TOUCH  

Chief Joseph is blessed to have a Moms In Touch group 

again this year.  This is a group of moms who pray for 

our students and staff on a regular basis.  If you have 

prayer requests or you are interested in joining the 

group, you may call Melinda Mayer at 888-5889. 

PICTURE RETAKES—PARKER PORTRAITS  

   WHEN :  November 10th—8:45 to 10:15 

Picture packets need to be returned if you wish 

to get retakes.  If you missed  picture day, please 

stop by the office for a picture packet. 

      FLU? 


