
Mrs. Dickson has resigned as 

Safe School Assistant at 

the end of October.  We 

want to thank her for all 

she has done for our 

school community.   
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November 6th   
 EARLY DISMISSAL at 1:45  
 Track Break begins on  
 November 9th: NO 
 SCHOOL 
November 30th  
 Return from Track Break  

 Book Fair 
December 1st  
 5th Grade Direct Writing  
 Assessment (DWA)  
December 2nd  
 4th Grade Direct Math  
 Assessment (DMA)  
December 9th  
 Report Cards Go Home  
December 11th  
 Drug Awareness  
 Fun Friday  
December 12th  
 PTA Breakfast with 
 Santa  
December 18th  
 Spirit Day  
 FULL DAY of school  
December 22nd ðJanuary 1st - 
 HOLIDAY BREAK  
January 4th  
 School Resumes  

Principal:  

Todd Phillips  

Assistant Principal:  

Diane Oliva  
 

PIONEER PHONE NUMBERS:  

School: 855 -4100 Fax: 855-4109  

Coming Up...  

PIONEER PUMAS 

Life can be pulled by goals just as surely as it can 

be pushed by drives.       Viktor Frankl  

Dear Pioneer Families, 
 

Keeping you informed with questions and answers will be the new format of 
my ñNote From The Principalò section of this and future newsletters. 
 

What is collaboration time and how does it benefit students?  
Collaboration is time when groups of teachers by grade level or by subject 
area, work together to address the academic progress of their students. 
 

What are some examples of topics discussed during 

collaborations?   
Teaching strategies, Best Practices, Data Analysis, Developing Common 
Assessments, Setting Up Interventions, Flexible Grouping, etc. 
 

How are students being supervised during collaboration?  
Students are allowed on campus beginning at 8:45.  They are supervised on 
the playground until the 9:05-9:10 bell rings.  At 9:05, students are to enter the 
building and silently read for ten minutes by their classrooms in the hallway 
until the 9:20 bell.  Students can enter the building at any point during 9:05-
9:20. 
 

How was the decision made to have students read in the hallway?  
Kindergarten students start class at 9:05 on Wednesdays.  The kindergarten 
teachers collaborate between am/pm sessions.  Safety concerns, to clear the 
playground at the 9:05 bell and to bring students inside to read was a team 
staff consensus decision. 
 

What is the goal of collaboration?  
The goal of collaboration is to allow teachers to work together to address the 
academic success of all students and to increase  student achievement. 
 

Educationally yours, 

    Todd Phillips,  

    Principal 

Chess Club  

Important notice:  After track break, Chess 

Club will meet on Tuesday mornings instead of 

Mondays from 7:40 -8:40 am.  

 If you have any questions, or your 

child is interested in joining Chess Club, 

please call Sandi at 870 -4180 or e -mail us at 

gaileys@yahoo.com . 

Farewell and Thank you!!    

mailto:gaileys@yahoo.com


Computers for Kids  
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PIONEER PUMAS  

Computers for Kids, Inc. is a non-profit 501C3 
organization that donates computers to students 
throughout the states of Idaho, Washington, and 
Oregon. They have distributed over 10,000 
computers in Idaho alone. A completed application 
is required to request a computer with Windows XP 
which includes 2 educational software programs, the 
monitor, keyboard and mouse. The application may 
be obtained at cfk@cfkidaho.com or 
through your school counselor. 
There is a $35 processing fee and 
nominal add-on fees for selected 
drives and memory as well as 
software beyond the first 2 programs.  

My name is Karin Arthur.  I am so excited to be the new nurse at 
Pioneer.  I received my Bachelor of Science Nursing degree from 
Idaho State University.  Before becoming a nurse I received a 
Bachelor of Art Music and History degree and worked for the 
Treasure Valley Family YMCA as the Youth Coordinator.  I love to 
learn about human health and how the body works.  In my spare 
time, I like to work out at the YMCA, play the piano, sing, and 
watch movies.  In a few weeks I will be busy with my first baby, 
expected to arrive sometime around November 2nd.  But I look 
forward to returning to work in January as a new mom! 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT  

 Pioneer School of the Arts Staff  

My name is Diane Oliva and I am the Assistant Principal at 
Pioneer as well as performing additional duties for the district 
office. I received a Bachelor of Arts in Education at Southern 
Oregon University, a Masters in ELL at Boise State University 
and an Administration Certification from Northwest Nazarene 
University. My immediate family has been involved in the visual 
and performing arts for several years, which makes Pioneer a 
perfect fit for many of my outside interests. Thank you for making 
me feel welcome at Pioneer School of the Arts! 

Diane Oliva: Intern Principal  

Karin Arthur:  School Nurse  

VOLUNTEERSéWe care 
about your safety too!  

Please be aware that a Fire Drill 
requires that ALL OCCUPANTS 
of  the building are evacuated!  
 
 

All exterior doors must be securely 
closed (please do not attempt to 
prop doors open ). 

 

Please clear the building in 
conjunction with the staff and 
students.  

 

Fire drills are practiced each month 
to prepare us in the event of an 
actual emergency.  
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IRS Information for 
Homeless Families  
 
If an individual is homeless and is 
working at all, they may qualify for 
the earned income credit or other 
tax credits, depending on their 
circumstances. Many people in this 
situation have tax refunds coming to 
them that they are unaware of. 
These taxpayers can access free 
income tax assistance by calling the 
Idaho CareLine by calling 2-1-1. 
Additional information can be found 
at http://www.irs.gov/individuals/
article/o,,id=119374,00.html. 

Prescriptions  
PFF of Idaho is a 
prescription assistance 
program for those 

without prescription 
coverage for the following 
illnesses: diabetes, heart 
medications, cancer 
medications, asthma, 
depression, high blood pressure, 
thyroid, inhalers, ADD/ADHD, 
MS and many more. There is a 
significantly reduced fee for 
medications received through 
this program. Call PFF to see if 
you qualify for their program at 
376-2114, M-F, 9 am-4 pm. You 
will need to provide the following 
information at your appointment: 
proof of income for the last 30 
days, SSD, SSI or SS award 
letter, and tax return; a list of 
brand name medications (there 
are no generic medications 
available in this program); social 
security cards and Medicare 
cards for all household 
members; and your doctorôs 
name, address, phone, and fax 
numbers. You can obtain 
additional information about this 
program online at: 
prescriptionsforfree@yahoo.com 

Free Evening Meals for Families  

The Church of the Nativity, on Cherry Lane in Meridian, is offering free 

meals to families on Wednesday evenings  from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

As many of us have learned the hard way, the road to wisdom 
and responsibility is paved with plenty of small mistakes and their 
consequences. While itôs unrealistic, and not too healthy, to 
reward our kids every time they do something good, weôre wise to 
remember the value of reinforcing good behavior and good deeds. 
The healthiest and most powerful types of reinforcement involve 
time and attention rather than stuff. Examples include: a pat on 
the back when you notice your child doing something well, 
acknowledging their choices with words such as: ñIt looks like 

you worked really hard on that. I bet you  feel proud of yourself.ò, 
working on a puzzle or other enjoyable project together, etcé For a 
full copy of this article, visit the information area outside the school 
counselorôs office or logon to the Love and Logic website.  

A Love & Logic Perspective on  

Positive Reinforcement  

K-Kids  

Our 5th grade K-Kid members are busy with several projects al-
ready this school year. This week you will notice that on Tues-
days through Fridays we have door greeters each morning wear-
ing tuxedo aprons; as well as PM kindergarten buddies wearing bright yel-
low vests. The club is also involved in promoting our schoolôs first Mix-It-Up 
at Lunch day on Monday, October 26th, with the purpose of encouraging 
students to get to know students other than those they typically eat lunch 
with and to promote greater acceptance and understanding of others. We 
will also be sponsoring a school-wide nonperishable food drive in February 
benefitting the Meridian Food Bank.  

In addition to the above mentioned activities, K-Kids continues to collect 
tabs from aluminum cans for the Ronald McDonald House (collection jug 
outside Mrs. Thonôs office); Campbellôs soup label UPC codes, and V-8 
juice bottle caps (a complete list of items was sent home with all students 
earlier this school year); as well as computer printer ink/toner cartridges (we 

canôt recycle copier toner containers). Thank you for your contribu-
tions to these on-going efforts! 

Adult Coat Collection  

One of our Pioneer families noticed that there are several organizations that offer 
children winter coats, free of charge, but not many programs that provide coats for 
adults. This familyôs children noted the importance of providing warm winter wear to 
adults in financial need so that they will be able to stay healthy and better care for 
their children. The family requested that our school community help in this effort. A 
collection bin will be placed near the front office in the lost and found bin area for 
you to deposit the gently used winter coats that you wish to donate. The womenôs 
coats will first be offered to City Light Home for Women and Children; the menôs 
coats, and womenôs coats that City Light canôt use, will be distributed amongst local 
rescue missions. Please plan to donate your coats by December 15

th
 so that we 

may deliver them prior to our December holiday break.   

http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/o,,id=119374,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/o,,id=119374,00.html
mailto:prescriptionsforfree@yahoo.com
http://www.uniformmarketstores.com/UMPL/UMSS/graphics/LI/Tuxedo.jpg


November brings a terrific opportunity to 

make a worthwhile trip to the Boise Art 

Museum. From October 10 ð January 17, hand 

crafted quilts created by a small isolated 

African American community in rural Alabama 

will be on display. This month The Art Cart 

would like to emphasize that Pioneer Pumas 

are very fortunate to be able to work with 

such high quality materials. It is our 

responsibility to respect these materials, 

whether that be in the art lab, the music 

rooms, the gym or on the playground.  The 

quilting community in Gees Bend, Alabama 

often times had to struggle to find materials 

for their quilting. They turned old clothing and 

linens into beautiful works of art.  If you get 

the opportunity to check out these quilts...I 

urge you to think about how resourceful the 

quilters were and how you can be just as 

resourceful & respectful with your materials 

right here at Pioneer! 
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Early exercise pays off .... physical activity early in life may help protect kids from excessive fat gains 

later in childhood -even if their activity level drops off.  Scientists at the University of Iowa studied 333 

children, first at age 5, then again at 8 and 11.  They found that the more active the 

kids were when they were young, the less body fat they had later. Some of the 5-year-

olds did 10 minutes or less a day, some were active for 60 minutes or more.  When the 

children were measured at age 11, there was a 3.4 pound difference in fatness 

between kids in the most active group and those in the least active.  Every 

additional 10 minutes of exercise at age 5 resulted in a third of a pound 

less at age 11, regardless of whether the activity had been 

maintained.  The researchers stated that, "small changes now may 

result in meaningful differences later.  Young children who are 

inactive are missing out on this protective banking effect". 

ñ...every 

additional 10 

minutes of 

exercise at age 5 

resulted in a 

third of a pound 

less at age 11.ò 

Books to Go Book Fair 

Begins November 30th! 

The Art Cart 

P.E. Newsé   

ñI am only one, but I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but I can do something. And I will not 
let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.ò  

Edward Evertt Hale 

 

LOST AND FOUND  
Before you leave for track break, 

please remember to check Lost & 

Found for your childõs clothing. 

Our bins are full of coats, hats, 

gloves, etc. that you might really 

miss in those cold November weeks.  

Unclaimed items will be donated to a 

local charity during the holiday 

break.  

PLEASE LABEL YOUR 

CHILDRENõS CLOTHINGñ It 

makes a HUGE difference on 

whether it gets returned to your child 

or not.  
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District Art Collection Project     
2009 -2010  

 
Parents, 
 
The Districtôs  Choice Award art project is now underway.  Each student is encouraged to submit one piece of 
art to his/her home school.  Each school will then choose one piece of art from those submitted as the 
Schoolôs Choice.  Those pieces will be prominently displayed at the District Service Center for one (1) year 
with the exception of the District Choice Award winners which will become a part of the districtôs permanent 
art collection.  There will be one District Choice Award winner chosen from each level,  
elementary, middle, and high school.  
 
Eleven additional pieces will be selected to receive 
awards: 
Meridian Mayorôs Award 
Star Mayorôs Award 
Eagle Mayorôs Award 
Boise Mayorôs Award 
Superintendentôs Award 
Meridian Arts Commission cash award for Best of Show 

 
The pieces chosen for these awards will hang in the respective offices for one (1) year.  They will be  
returned to the artists in April of the following year.   
 
School Choice Award winners will be honored at an art show and reception on April 24, 2008 at the  
District Service Center.   Students and their families along with their teachers and principals will be  
invited.   
 
Timeline  
 OctoberðMarch Creation of artwork 
 March or sooner Selection of building School Choice Award winner 
 March 19   Selections delivered to District Office 
 March 30-April 17 Selections are matted and framed at Finer Frames in Meridian 
 April 6   Invitations mailed to School Choice Award winners, winnerôs  
    families, teachers, principals, and sponsors 
 April 23  Art Show and reception 
 
Criteria  

Size: 2 dimensional work (painting, collage, prints, drawings, etc.) no larger than 18ò x 24ò, 
  must be flat and not exceed more than a 3/8 -inch thickness.  Entries may be submitted  
  on paper, canvas board, or cardboard.  Please DO NOT frame.  There is no size limitation on 
  3 dimensional work. 
Subject Matter: Subject matter should be appropriate for display in a public office.  
School or Home: Work submitted may be done at school or at home with the understanding that it is 
  clearly the studentôs work. 
Submission:  Each studentôs submission must be accompanied by a completed student entry form.   

Meridian Chamber of Commerce Presidentôs 
Award 
Boise Chamber of Commerce  Award 
Eagle Chamber of Commerce Award 
Velma V. Morrison Performing Arts Center Award 
Board of Trustees Award 



2009 -2010 Joint School District No. 2 Art Collection   

Student Entry Form  

Directions :  Please print clearly.  Complete the form down to and including the required signatures.  Please limit your artist statemen t to 
50 words or less.  If more writing space is needed, use an extra sheet of paper.  Students with limited writing skills can di ctate an artist 
statement and have that statement recorded by another person. 

 

Title of work :___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Artist Statement :________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe the media used (crayons, oil on canvas, tempera paint, etc ).__________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Studentõs Name_________________________________________________________________________ Grade__________________________ 

 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_________________________________________________State__________________________ZIP_________________________________ 

 

Phone (      )____________________________________________________  (      )         

 

School_____________________________________________________  Classroom teacher___________________________________________ 

 

Parents/Guardians Name/s_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address (if different than studentõs mailing address)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________________________________State_____________________________ZIP____________________ 

 

Phone (      )___________________________  (       )        

 

I affirm that the work that I have submitted is my own original work.  I also understand that if my work is chosen as one of the three 
District Choice Award winners, my work will become the property of Joint School District #2.  My work will be prominently dis-
played at the District Office and will become part of the districtõs permanent art collection. 

 

________________________________         __________________________________________________________________ 

(Signature of Student)             (Signature of parent/legal guardian (necessary if child is under 18 years of age) 


